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waystoavoidplagiarism

Fortunately,it’snotallscary.Avoidingplagiarism isactuallyeasytodonowthatyouhavea

foundationalunderstandingofwhatitis.Tohelpyousteerclearofthistaboo,here’showto

avoidplagiarism inyourwriting.

1Citeyoursource

Whenalludingtoanideaorwordingthat’snotyourown,addacitationinyourwritingthat

identifiesthefullnameofthesource,thedateitwaspublished,andanyothercitationelement

that’srequiredbythestyleguideyou’readheringto.

2Includequotations

Ifyouinsertasource’swordsintoyourwriting,verbatim,oneofthemostsimpleyetobvious

waystoavoidplagiarism isbyusingquotationmarksaroundthetexttodenotethatthewords

aren’tyourown.Adirectquoteshouldalsocitethesourcesothatreadersknowwhothequote

isfrom.

3Paraphrase

Paraphrasingisrewritingasource’sideasorinformationintoyourownwords,withoutchanging

itsmeaning.Butbecareful—paraphrasingcanslipintoplagiarism ifdoneincorrectly.

Successfullyparaphrasingwithoutplagiarizinginvolvesabitofadance.Rewordandformat

yourwritinginanoriginalway,andtrytoavoidusingtoomanysimilarwordsorphrasesfrom

thesource.Thekeyistodosowithoutalteringthemeaningoftheideaitself.Remember,you’re

stillusinganother’sideasoyou’llneedtoincludeacitationtothesource.

4Presentyourownidea

Insteadofparrotingthesource’sideasorwords,explorewhatyouhavetosayaboutit.Ask

yourselfwhatuniqueperspectiveorpointyoucancontributeinyourwritingthat’sentirelyyour

own.Keepinmindthatifyou’realludingtoasource’sideasorwordstoframeyourownpoint,

you’llstillneedtoapplytheguidelinesabovetoavoidplagiarizing.



Ifyou’rewritingonthesametopicformultipleassignments,itcanbetemptingtorecyclesome

ofyourpreviouswords—thisiscalled“self-plagiarism”.Theriskinvolvedwithself-plagiarism is

justashighifthepublisheroryourinstructordidn’tgiveyoupermissiontoreuseyouroldwork.

5Useaplagiarism checker

Whileconductingyourresearchonatopic,somephrasesorsentencesmightstickwithyouso

wellthatyouinadvertentlyincludethem inyourwritingwithoutacitation.Whenindoubt,using

anonlineplagiarism checkingtoolcanhelpyoucatchtheseissuesbeforesubmittingyourwork.


